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Dear Friend of ARIT: 
 
In the course of the U.S. budget process for 2011 and 2012, ARIT lost a large part of its federal funding for 
administration and operations in Turkey that had long been provided through the U.S. Department of 
Education, American Overseas Research Centers program.  This is a hard loss because no other private or 
federal funders offer support the routine expenses associated with running the Institute – rent and utilities, 
staff salaries, and supplies.   
 

For the current year, funding through the U.S. Department of State for ARIT fellowships and research 
support programs remains intact.  We believe, however, that for the next year, the administration will reduce 
the State Department’s component of funding for ARIT and the other overseas research centers as well.   
 
What is at stake:  In light of the current circumstances and prospects for funding in the next year or two, 
ARIT must curtail its commitments for fellowships and language programming in Turkey.   In addition, 

ARIT centers will reduce their operations, including the center staffing and 
library development.  Without additional funding, we will need to take more 
severe actions.   
 

As a further consequence of the ongoing short-fall in operating revenue, 
ARIT will begin to consume its hard-won endowment fund to maintain even 
reduced center operations.  We may fail to complete the NEH Endowment 
Challenge project to enhance ARIT libraries and build the endowment fund to 

support library operations.   
 

The loss of revenue has stalled ARIT’s plan to relocate the ARIT 
Istanbul center to a larger more suitable facility.   Crowding in the 
Istanbul center is extreme, and ARIT Istanbul has exciting new projects 
that require an upgraded facility.   
 

Current status:  The good news is that ARIT centers and programs 
remain active in Turkey and will continue to thrive.   In spite of the 

changing permit regulations, ARIT researchers and affiliated field 
projects in archaeology continue to make exciting discoveries every 
season.  Digital library projects are showcasing the newly acquired 
library of the American Board of Missions in Istanbul.  Scholars 
supported by ARIT fellowships are developing new knowledge and 
approaches in fields of history, art history, political science, and 
anthropology.  For more information about ARIT and its work, please 
visit the ARIT webpages at http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/ARIT.  

 
 



 
 
 
 
How do we meet the challenge:   
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ARIT-National Endowment 

for the Humanities 
Endowment Challenge 

Grant    
 3 to 1 match = $2,200,000 

 - ARIT needs general support for ARIT operations to make up for lost federal 
grant funds for operations. 
 

 - We need to raise contributions to complete the matching component of the 
ARIT NEH Endowment Challenge grant fund and sustain the endowment fund 
for library operations. 
 

 - We must develop funding and/or in-kind support to provide a larger and 
more adequate facility for the ARIT Istanbul Center. 
 

 - We are seeking new sources of funds for our research fellowship programs, 
both U.S.-based and in Turkey.  
 
As you can see here, ARIT has made good progress toward building the 
matching funds to meet the target of the National Endowment for the Humanities 
endowment challenge grant, but we still have a significant amount to raise over 
the next year and a half.   
 

We ask that you make a generous donation to ARIT to help support operations 
as we adapt to the new funding landscape and develop our endowment fund.  
In addition, please consider approaching a philanthropic acquaintance or friend 
who may have interest in the history, culture, and politics of Turkey.  Finally, 
please raise your voice in support of federal funding for the ARIT’s operations 
and programs that have built U.S. scholarship in many fields of the humanities 
and social sciences in Turkey for the past 47 years.   
 

If the North American Friends of ARIT has become a part of your annual giving, 
I hope that you will be able to continue your generous and much-appreciated 
support of the Institute.  If you have not yet become a North American Friend of 
ARIT, I ask that you consider adding your contribution to those of our friends 
and colleagues who view ARIT as an institution worthy of their support. 
 
 

With all good wishes, 
 

 
 

A. Kevin Reinhart, President 
(215) 898-3474; fax (215) 898-0657 

Office e-mail:  leinwand@sas.upenn.edu 
ARIT web site:  http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/ARIT 
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 NORTH AMERICAN FRIENDS OF ARIT 
 
 NAFA Membership Form 2012 
 
I wish to join the North American Friends of ARIT.  Enclosed is my contribution as a: 
 

   Benefactor            $5,000 _________ 
   Patron                $1,000 _________ 
   Sponsoring Donor     $  500 _________ 
   Sustaining Donor      $  250 _________ 
   Contributing Donor    $  100 _________ 
   Donor                   $   50 _________ 
   Member                  $   25 _________ 

 
   Special Contribution 
   for the Ankara or  
   Istanbul Library       $ ______________ 
     
   Toni M. Cross Fund $ ______________ 
 
   NEH Endowment Match $ ______________ 

 
 

Name:  ___________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________________________  
          
            ___________________________________________________        
          
            ___________________________________________________ 
  
E-mail:  ___________________________________________________ 
 
Checks should be made payable to the American Research Institute in Turkey and mailed to ARIT's 
North American office at the above address.  Payment through Google Checkout is accessible at 
http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/ARIT/AnnualFund.html.  ARIT is a not-for-profit organization incorporated in 
the State of New York and has been accorded tax-exempt status by the United States Internal Revenue 
Service (EIN 13-6171220).  For questions, please call (215) 898-3474.  
 
 THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 
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