The Art of El Anasui: Creating a Mural with Discarded/Recycled Objects

An Art Lesson for Grades 6-8 

Joyce Millman

Introduction:

During the West African Art Movements of the 1960s and 1970s El Anasui emerged as an important artist. El Anatsui received international acclaim for his experimental and constantly evolving sculpture. He was born in Ghana in 1944 and attended art school there. After teaching in Ghana, he began teaching at the University of Nigeria-Nsukka (UNN) in Enugu Province in 1975 where he currently is the head of sculpture. His exhibition history spans three decades, including frequent exhibitions in Nigeria and throughout Africa. In addition, his work has been shown widely in Europe, the United States and Japan and at the Venice, Havana and Johannesburg biennales. His sculpture is held in numerous public collections around the world, including the National Museum of African Art, Smithsonian Institution. Anatsui continues to live and work in Nsukka, 

Nigeria. El Anatsui sculpture comments on “globalization, consumerism, waste and the transience of people's lives in West Africa and beyond” and “power of human agency to alter such harmful patterns.”
Goal:

Through an examination of El Anatsui’s sculpture students will become aware of connections between African culture and society and the culture and society of the U.S. and as a result expand their awareness about Africa. 

Objectives: what the students will learn and do

1. Become aware of El Anatsui as an artist who deals with social issues 

2. Become more aware of contemporary issues in Africa

3. Create an art work dealing with a social issue 

4. Become aware of connections between African culture and society and U.S. culture and society

Materials:

Electronic images of El Anatsui’s sculpture

Notebooks, drawing and pencils

Collected discarded objects (see below)

Masonite for mural surface- cut to size determined by the size of the class and desired

 wall for mural installation

Adhesives

Directions:

(Students will collect discarded bottle caps, wrapper, cans, plastic toys, etc. before beginning this project- the focus is on non-recyclable.)

1. Students will respond to images of El Anatsui’s work in their journals. First students will write as many words as they can to describe the work. Then the teacher will make a list of the words on the board as the class shares the words with each other. The class will then take fifteen minutes to write a paragraph using the words listed.

After the class shares the paragraphs the teacher will show more images retrieved from the Internet site of the American Museum of African Art and continue the discussion of the work of El Anatsui. (http://www.nmafa.si.edu/exhibits/gawu/artworks.html)

2. Using the work of El Anatsui as an inspiration students will create a mural using discarded objects found in the students’ own community. Students will work in small groups first to discuss the theme and arrangements of the objects. (The mural may be constructed with one large one large piece of board or in smaller pieces that can be mounted to form one larger mural.) The students will then prepare the surface for the objects by painting or creating a surface to compliment their design. Then students will glue objects on to the prepared surface according to their designs. (Time frame will depend on the size and complexity of the designs.)

Closure: Mount the mural in the school mounted in a predetermined arrangement and area.

Assessment:

Develop a rubric to determine students’ participation in utilizing the objects in creating their mural and in understanding El Anatsui’s themes in their writing.

