Spring 2007

Dr. Nili Gold

MODERN HEBREW LITERATURE & CULTURE IN TRANSLATION:

LOVE AND WAR IN ISRAELI FILM AND LITERATURE

NELC-159401(Cross listed with CINE-329 COML-282 JWST-154)

Digtribution 111 Arts & Letters

T/R 1:30- 3:00p.m. Van Pelt FILM CR (425)

Office: 707 Williams Hall. Tel: 5735312 (niligold@sas.upen.edu)

Office Hours: Tues. 3:00D5:00 p.m. (and by appointment)

Taughtin English. Texts in trandationfrom Hebrew and Arabic.

Description

While the American tradition sandtifies the "pursuit of hgppiness,” Isragli congiouness
doesnot The"tug of war" between theindvidud's right to seek hgppiness ontheone
hand, and thecommitment to collective, nationd causes onthe other, is an overarching
themein Isragli literary and cinematic works. Thisstruggle, asit isreflected in thearts,
crosses lines of genda and genre, age and ethnic background.So deeply ingrained is the
supeiority of naiond concernstha aleading Isragli critic accused the renowned author
A.B. Yehoshuaof "desertion” when hewrote amere love story.

We will study works of fiction, podry and film created by Israeli men and women from
19482006 Some of theworks deal with therelationship between love and war, while
othersfocuson oneof thetwo. ReadingsindudeY ehoshug Oz, Amicha, Ravikovitch

and Wiesdltier. Filmsindudeworks by Barbash, Agmon, Ben-Dor & Dotan.

There will be six film screenings; the films will also be placed on reserve at the library for those students
unable to attend the screenings. The content of this course changes from year to year, and therefore,
students may take it for credit more than once.

Schedule of ingruction: Assignments listed are to be completed before days ind cated
I Introdudion

1/9 - Historical Background;thelsragli Condiion - Living with War
Natan Zach: (Haifa. The Evening Before the Lebanon WarQ David Grossman:
speech at the Yitzhak Rabin memorial, 2006 Shaul Tchernichovsky: Behold, O
EarthQ YehudaAmicha: Or'wo Poems abouttheFirst Battles, A.Q My Sonwas
DraftedQ Both Togeher and Each ApartQ GRain on a Battlefiel dO(handou)

1/11  Dahlia Ravikovitch: Q.ying onthe WaterG
II. The 1948Generation: The Collective Voice, Akeda - Sacrifice & Pathos

Additiond reading: The (HistoryOsubentry in theentry Qsrael, the state ofQin an
encyclopelia of your choice

1/16 Natan Alterman: Orhe Silver PlatterQ Amir Gilboa: And My Brother Said
NothingQ Haim Gouri: (Heritage(
1/16  Film: Gexodus)(4:30D6:30 pm location TBA)

1/18  Film Response Paper Due
Discussion of exodugOBheroism in literature and film



Poetry by Natan Alterman, Amir Gilboa Haim Gouri * (cont)

III. Questionsand Doubts: Encounters with the &nemy®

1/23  Benjamin Tammuz Orhe Swimming ContestO*
1/25  S. Yizha: OrhePrisonaO*
1/30  S.Yizhar: OrhePrisongO* (cort.)

IV. TheGGenaation of the State® the Voice of thelndividud
The Gap baween Literary and Cinematic Expression

2/1  TheBanne of theRebdlion: Amicha® Q Want to Die in my BedO
REMINDER: start reading The Lover by A. B. Yehodua

2/6  Theemergence of the self vis a vis the collective: Persond Poems of Amicha and
Ravikovitch.
2/6  Film: GBiegeO(4:30-6:30pm location TBA)

2/8  Film Response Paper Due
Discussion of (BiegeO

V. After the Yom KippurWar: the Writer asthe Nationd Consience

2/13  Partsl-l1l of The Lover by'A. B. Yehoshua(you may skip the Veducha chapters)
2/13  Film: CGBmile of the LambQ based on Grossman( novd (4:30 D6:30 pm location
TBA)

2/15  Film Response Paper Due
Discussion of thefilm with its director Shimon Dotan

2/20 PartsIV-V of The Lover
2/22  Meir Wiesdtier@ O\ Dull Khaki LightOand other poams: facing a new redlity *
Saturday, 2/24 Make-up for Passover (4/3)

Aviva, my LoveQ Screening & director@talk at thelsraeli Film Festival - Internaiond
House, 3701 Chestnut Street, 8pm Free admission for our class, you MUST RESERVE!
2/27  Film Response Paper Due )

Discussion of (Aviva, my LoveO
2/28 Midterm Paper Due by 4:00 p.m. (Instructor’s mailbox-WMS Hall, 8™ f1.)

3/1  Yehudit Hendd: QA\pplesin HonegyO*
REMINDER: Begin reading 4 Tale of Love and Darkness (Specific sectionsTBA)



3/6 and 3/8 Spring Break

VI. Lovein Spite of War and the VVoice of the Child

3/13  In-classreading of excerpts from Someone to Run with by D. Grossman
3/13  Film: CGBomeoneto Run withObased on thenovd (4:30D6:30 pm location TBA)

3/15  Film Response Paper Due
Discussion of film with excerpts fromthe novd: comparing genres

VII. Thelnterweaving of Jewish and Arab Nationd and Persond Trajectories

3/20 Israeli podry in Arabic: Naim Araidy: Orhisis Y our FaceEO and Siham Daoud:
Orhe Mouming of the DovesO

3/22  AmosOz: 4 Tale of Love and Darkness (sectionsfromfirst hdf of book)

3/27 Amost, con}inued.
3/27 Coyrian BrideO(4:30-6:30 p m, location TBA)

3/29  Film Response Paper )
Discussion of GByrian BrideO

4/3  Passover, no class. Make-up, February 24™, Aviva my Love. Details above
4/5  AmosOz: 4 Tale of Love and Darkness (sectionsfrom the second hdf of book)
4/10  Passover, no class. Make-up April 17", details below.

VII. Pog-Modenist Literary respons to War

4/12 Etga Keret, selected short stories (handou)

Monday 4/16, 8pm Etgar Keret at Hillel, make-up for Passover (4/10) [Attention: the
eventisonthe 16" at Hillel and notasindicated in the syllabusinduded in your packet]
4/17 In-classvisit by Etgar Keret, discussion of the stories we read

4/19 Thedtate of Isragli literature and the Israeli film Indudry in the21% century
Assessment:

Class preparation & participation (25%): All readings& film viewingsmug be
completed by the dates indicated onthe syllabus

Response Papers (15%): Six 1-pagerespon® papers on thefilms screened, submitted at
thebeginning of the classimmediately following the screening.

Midterm Paper dueFebruary 28" at 4pm (30% hard copy, 5-6 pages): an andysis of
either oneor two texts (dgpending onlength), or afilm and atext; the materials mug nat



have been studied in class, mug berelated to a class topic and mug indudean Isradli
component. Paper topics mug beapproved by indructor. (See suggested readings
incorporated in the syllabus and recommended readings and films below, or consult
with instructor). ALL papers should follow MLA guiddines for writing pgoes, citing,
foomnotes, bibliography, etc. Double spaced, 12 point font Place in ingructor@ mailbox
(NELC office, Williams Hall 8" Floor).
Final Exam (30%): Thepurpo< of thefind exam is specificaly to assure tha you read
al thematerial, induding the excerpts from Gershon Shaked®@ Modern Hebrew Fiction
in the course packet. It will NOT bean essay-based test.
Texts (Available at Penn Book Center)
David Grossman, Someone to Run With
AmosOz, 4 Tale of Love and Darkness
A.B. Yehoshug The Lover
* |n packet of xeroxed materia available at Campus Copy Center (3907Walnut St.)
Recommended Readings (on reserve, may be used for paper topics):
GlendaAbramson, ed. The Oxford Book of Hebrew Short Stories
Robet Alter, AfterwordGin Andason, Elliot ed. Contemporary Israeli Literature
Margueite Duras, The Lover
Yael S. Feldman, No Room of Their Own: Gender and Nation in Israeli Women's Fiction
David Grossman, The Book of Inner Grammar
Y ehudit Katzir, Closing the Sea
Amos Oz, Panther in the Basement
Amos Oz, The Hill of Evil Counsel
Esther Raizen, ed. and trans, No Rattling of Sabers: An Anthology of Israeli War Poetry
A.B. Yehoshug The Liberated Bride
A.B. Yehodhug Mr. Mani
Suggested Films (most are on reserve, may be used for paper topics): "No@at 17"
"Summer Blues' (Bluzla-hofesh ha-gadol)
Q\vanti PopoloO
MBeyondthe WallsO
Nina@ TragediesO
Orhey were TenO
Or ana3 FriendO
Orhe Songof the SirenO
(HitchikersO
CCrossfireO
(HamsinO
HarhesderO
(Because of that WarO
Orossi and JagerO
Qvalk on WaterO
AntebeO
GGonewith the WindO
Mr. ZhivagoO
(Return to IndiaO
Cotaying in HaifaO(Nishar be-Haifa- Emil Habibi)




