Reads

the Mishna

Dr. Tamara LGFCOUI’" RUb)’, Israel Center for Teaching and Learning

Recently, newspapers world-
wide carried the news that
Israeli/American Robert Aumann
had received the 2005 Nobel
Prize in Economics for his work in
game theory, a mathematical
decision-making tool that has
many interesting and contempo-
rary applications that can be ap-
plied on a basic level. It also has

applications to Jewish Studies;
in articles written with co-author
M. Maschler, Aumann applied
game theory to understand a
bankruptcy case in the Mishna -
the text which forms the back-
bone of the Talmud.

The Mishna divided the assets
in the case in a seemingly
bizarre way that puzzled Talmu-
dic scholars for centuries.
Through the lens of game theory,
Aumann and Maschler were able
to determine the rules used by
the Rabbis in the Mishna to

distribute the money. The solution
is an application of game theory
that can be readily understood,
and which can be applied to
contemporary situations.
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