
Language and literacy policy development in Australia boasts a long history of

strategic alliances, and in recent decades, more than 15 major public policies, position

statements and significant programs directing public resources towards language and

literacy goals have been released. Australian Policy Activism in Language and

Literacy presents the dynamics of language and literacy policy activism in Australia

by capturing accounts of many of those most deeply engaged in Australia's distinctive

practice of language and literacy policy-making and its effects. The book describes

how policy texts come about, how policy activists learn to become effective in

influence and text production, how policy problems are constituted, and what happens

in different policy contexts. The book concludes with new theories, perspectives and

possibilities. 

Joseph Lo Bianco is Director of Language Australia and Professor, Faculty of

Education, University of Melbourne. His research interests are language policy and

planning, multilingualism and bilingualism in social context, language and conflict,

and literacy policy. He is the author of Australia's National Policy on Languages

(1987). During 1999 he wrote the National Language Education Policy for Sri Lanka

under World Bank financing, and in 2000 he was a commissioned adviser on language

education policy in Scotland and Northern Ireland. He was awarded the Order of

Australia for his work on language policy in Australia and internationally. 

Rosie Wickert is an Associate Professor at the University of Technology, Sydney. She

has been active in the field of adult basic education for 20 years and has acted in a

consultative capacity to government departments and at UNESCO and OECD Expert

meetings. She was foundation Chair of the Australian Literacy Federation and has been

President of the Australian Council for Adult Literacy and the NSW Council for Adult

Literacy and Numeracy. 
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Introduction: Activists and policy politics by Professor Joseph Lo Bianco, Chief Executive, Language
Australia and Professor, Education, University of Melbourne & Associate Professor Rosie Wickert, University of
Technology, Sydney.

From policy to anti-policy: How fear of language rights took policy-making out of community
hands by Professor Joseph Lo Bianco, Chief Executive, Language Australia and Professor, Education, University
of Melbourne.

Australia’s language by Dr Paul Brock, Director of Strategic Research, New South Wales Department of
Education and Training.

Politics, activism and processes of policy production: Adult literacy in Australia by Associate
Professor Rosie Wickert, University of Technology, Sydney.

Although it wasn’t broken, it certainly was fixed: Interventions in the Australian Adult Migrant
English Program 1991–1996 by Helen Moore, doctoral student, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education,
University of Toronto, Canada.

Advocating the sustainability of linguistic diversity by Professor Michael Singh, Head of the
Department of Language and International Studies, Faculty of Education, RMIT University, Melbourne.

The cost of literacy for some by Dr Anthea Taylor, Lecturer, Graduate School of Education, University of
Western Australia, Perth.

(E)merging discourses at work: Bringing together new and old ways to account for workplace
literacy policy by Geraldine Castleton, Research Fellow in the Centre for Literacy and Language Education
Research, Griffith University, Brisbane.

The melody changes but the dance goes on — tracking adult literacy education in Western
Australia from ‘learning for life’ to ‘lifelong learning’: Policy impacts on practice 1973–1999
by Margaret McHugh, Jennifer Nevard and Anthea Taylor.

Sleight of hand: Job myths, literacy and social capital by Associate Professor Ian Falk, Director of the
National Key Centre for Research and Learning in Regional Australia, University of Tasmania.

National literacy benchmarks and the outstreaming of ESL learners by Associate Professor Penny
McKay, Coordinator of the TESOL Unit, School of Cultural and Language Studies in Education, Queensland
University of Technology, and President, Australian Council of TESOL Associations.

Open for business: The market, the state and adult literacy in Australia up to and beyond 2000
by Associate Professor Peter Kell, Head of the Department of Industry Professional and Adult Education, Royal
Melbourne Institute of Technology (RMIT) University.

Inventiveness and regression: Interpreting/translating and the vicissitudes of Australian
language policy by Dr Uldis Ozolins, Lecturer in Politics at La Trobe University, Melbourne.

Deafness and sign language in government policy documents 1983–1990 by Dr Des Power,
Emeritus Professor of Special Education and former Director of the Griffith University Centre for Deafness Studies
and Research and the Language Australia Centre for Deafness and Communication Studies.

Imprisoned by a landmark narrative? Student/teacher ratios and the making of policy by Merilyn
Childs, Lecturer in Adult Education at the University of Western Sydney Nepean

Ideologies, languages, policies: Australia’s ambivalent relationship with learning to
communicate in ‘other’ languages by Angela Scarino, Head of the School of International Studies and
Director of the Research Centre for Languages and Cultures Education, University of South Australia
& Dr Leo Papademetre, Senior Lecturer, Flinders University of South Australia (School of Humanities,
Department of Languages) and a researcher with the Research Centre for Languages and Cultures Education in
Schools at the University of South Australia.

Reconciled to what? Reconciliation and the Northern Territory’s bilingual education program,
1973–1998 by Dr Christine Nicholls, Senior Lecturer in Australian Studies and Head of Cultural Studies,
Flinders University of South Australia, Adelaide.

Sing out that song: The textual activities of social technologies in an Aboriginal community by
Dr Jack Frawley who recently completed his PhD in Social Science at the University of Western Sydney.

“An important and timely collection, bringing together some of Australia’s leading
language and literacy educators in a rich and fascinating account, with insights drawn
sometimes behind the scenes and often between the lines. It will be an indispensable
resource for understanding the last thirty years of policy formation and activism in
the field.” Professor Bill Green, PhD, School of Education, Faculty of Education, Health and Professional Studies, University of New England.
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