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1. Introduction
Gujarati words can be divided into: (1) Open class and (2) Closed class. Open class consists of
nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs, while closed class consists of pronouns and other pro-
forms, noun adjuncts, verb adjuncts, conjunctions and others.
2. Open Class
2.1 Nouns
Gujarati nouns participate in three genders and two numbers. The genders are masculine,
feminine and neuter and numbers are singular and plural. The gender markers are -il
(masculine), -§ (feminine) and -G (neuter). The plural marker is -»i and the singular marker is -&.
In other words, singular is unmarked. Following is the structure of the Gujarati nouns:
1. wisd
chhokr-i-&J
girl-FEM.SG.
2. sl
chhokr-i-o
girl-FEM-PL
We can generalize the noun structure as follow: Noun stem + Gender marker + Number marker.
Gujarati has many nouns which end in -0 and -i, but they do not fall into the category of
masculine or feminine respectively. Consider the nouns @l and wel. Traditional grammars
analyzed them as follow:
3. dl
gh-o
stem-MASC.
'a kind of reptile'
¥ wel
paN-i
stem-FEM.
'water'
This is a wrong analysis as -0 and -i are not the gender markers. They are a part of the stem
and therefore we can not consider them gender marker. The true analysis of the words is given in

yand ¢ below:



uooul
gho
reptile-&J
€ well
paNi-&
water
2.2 Adjectives
Gujarati adjectives fall into two categories: (1) variable and (2) invariable. Variable adjectives
vary in terms of the gender and number of the nouns they modify, whereas the invariable

adjectives do not vary. Consider the examples of A% and 3R, variable and invariable adjectives

respectively.
1ARL
sar-o

good-MSASC.SG

'a good boy'
2. ull

sar-i

good-FEM.SG

'a good girl'
3. AR

sar-uN

good-NEUT.SG
'a good child'

¥ ARL

sar-a

good-MSASC.PL

'good boys'
bl

sar-i

good-FEM.

'a good girl'

953
chhokr-o
boy-MASC.SG.

£9153)
chhokr-i
boy-FEM.SG.

L83,
chhokr-uN
boy-NEUT.SG.

£9L 52
chhokr-a-o
boy-MASC.PL.

t9L 532
chhokr-i-o
boy-FEM.PL.



€ AURL £9L5R4AL

sar-aN chhokr-aN-o

good-NEUT.PL. boy-NEUT.PL.

'a good child'
In 4 - < the adjective a5 varies in terms of the gender of the noun it modifies. For example, in 1,
the noun is masculine and singular therefore the adjective A3, agrees with the noun in masculine
and singular. In 2 the noun is feminine and singular and therefore the adjective is also feminine
and singular and so on. In W, however, the noun is feminine and plural the adjective does not
show a plural marker. We can say that adjectives in Gujarati remain unaffected in number when

the noun they modify is feminine and plural. Now consider the example of g2 an invariable

adjective:
o, ¥R LS
sundar chhokr-o

beautiful boy-MASC.SG.

'a beautiful boy'
¢. YR L5
sunder chhokr-i

beautiful boy-FEM.SG.
'a beautiful girl'

€. YR L83,
beautiful chhokr-uN
beautiful boy-NEUT.SG.

'a beautiful child'

10. %R LR
sundar chhokr-a-o
good boy-MASC.PL.
'beautiful boys'

19. YR M|
sunder chhokr-i-o

beautiful boy-FEM.PL.

'a beautiful girl'



12.34eR LU

sundar chhokr-aN-o
beautiful boy-NEUT.PL.
'beautiful child'

In 9- 42, g is an invariable adjective and therefore it does not agree with the noun it modifies.
2.3 Verbs
Gujarati verbs (non-inflected) have the following structure: verb stem + infinitive. Example:
1. euq
has-vuN
verb stem + infinitive
'to laugh'
2.
raD-vuN
verb stem + infinitive
'to cry’
The verb root may be intransitive, transitive or double transitive. It may be also simple or
causative. 4 and 2 are the examples of intransitive verbs. 3 - ¥ and & < are the examples of
transitive verbs and double transitive verbs respectively.
3. slug
kap-vuN
verb stem + infinitive
'to cut'
¥, 4
pi-vuN
verb stem + infinitive
'to drink’
R
ap-vuN
verb stem + infinitive
'to give'

. Hlsdd



mokal-vuN
verb stem + infinitive
'to send’
1 to ¢ are also the examples of simple verbs, while ¢ ¢ bellow are the examples of causative
verbs. These are the verbs that are derived from simple verbs.
9. ¢Rllag,
has.av.-vuN

verb stem +CAUS1+ INFINITIVE

'to make someone laugh'
¢, dAAAg,
has.av.Dav-vuN

verb stem +CAUSI + CAUS2 + INFINITIVE

'to make someone laugh through some another person'
Guyjarati inflected verbs have the following pattern: verb stem + inflectional material. Inflectional
material may consists of various features such as tense, person, gender. Following table
summaries some of the major inflections for the verb ¢
Present (verb stem + tense, person, number)

Singular Plural

First Person @3l el
Second Person & &l
Third Person S S

Future (verb stem + tense, person, number)

Singular Plural

First Person ela ele]
Second Person S SAU
Third Person SA S

Past Progressive (verb stem + progressive marker + gender, number)
Singular Plural

Masculine SAl SAcll



Feminine Al Al

Neuter S, Sdl

Past Perfective (verb stem + perfective + gender, number)

Singular Plural

Masculine e Sl
Feminine Al gl
Neuter S S|

Past Plu-perfective (verb stem + pluperfect marker + gender and number)

Singular Plural

Masculine el Sl
Feminine sl sl
Neuter e, sl

In Gujarati, verbs also inflect for imperative (present and future), desiderative, obligatory,

conditional, and infinitive constructions. Examples:

Imperative Desiderative Obligatory  Conditional  Infinitive
¥ (present), % (future) w4, ¥l J™d ™,
ram- ram.je ram.vuN ram.va.nuN ram.at ram.vuN

Excluding desiderative verb forms all verb forms inflect for gender and number. However,
conditional verb forms inflect optionally.

2.4 Adverbs

Like adjective, adverbs are also variable and non-variable in Gujarati. Variable adverbs agree
with the noun with which the verb agrees. There are various types of adverbs. Some of them are
adverb of time, adverb of place, adverb of manner, adverb of order, adverb of quantity, adverb of

doubt, adverb of frequency, adverb of negative and connecting adverbs.

Time 0%, 514, URHEAA, AR, GUIR, Ai%...

Place idl, i, Awsdl, wal, g4l 13, dat, udal...
Manner M, WM, dH, O dH, S2LS2, U3IUS, RAIAS, wsuLS...
Order udai, uslell, iR, »1ouGel, eugHi, 2id...
Quantity Hgj, alg, W, oRICR, 25125...



Doubt 561, seiRld, Hi2 edl, qeuF, SUIRs...

Frequency 1%, 54135, w{dRAAR, AIAR...
Negative YL, L, Al

Connecting  ugl, uRel™, agi, A3, deGuRid...
3. Closed class

3.1 Pronouns and other Pro-forms

Personal Pronouns

Guyjarati personal pronouns differentiate three persons (first, second and third) and two numbers

(singular, plural). They have also inclusive and exclusive contrast in third person plural. In

addition, their second person plural form is also used as honorific.

Following table summarize regular and agentive pronouns:

Singular

Fist Person ¢

Second Person d

Third Person  d

Plural

w3 (Exclusive)
2l (Inclusive)
Rl

N\ A\
il

Personal pronouns take various cases, which include nominative, ergative, accusative/

dative, genitive and locative and instrumental. From these genitive forms distinguish among

three genders and two numbers. Following table summaries their forms:

Nominative  Ergative Accusative/ Dative  Locative Instrumental
§ q U HIRML HiR1ell

/ULl /ULl A /281 IHIRIHL/2AMRUHL AR /21l
d d d- ARML el

¥ A ¥ AHIRIML xRl

d ael a- Ari a-tiell

Al Azt At/ dust AUHL/ AHAHL A/ dseel)

Genitive forms
Singular
Masculine IR

Gender Feminine w3l

Plural
HIRL

w3l



Neuter I3, HIRL

Non-personal Pronouns
Gujarati non-personal pronouns include demonstrative pronouns, interrogative pronouns, relative
pronouns, indefinite pronouns and reflexive pronouns.
Demonstrative Pronouns

21, U¢ and d / 2\ are the demonstrative pronouns. From these uq is variable. »u is the near
demonstrative pronoun, U4 is the far demonstrative pronoun, while d / » are deictic pronouns.
Interrogative Pronouns

Interrogative pronouns are 9 and si2.. From these ¢ is variable. We use ¢ to ask question
about non-human things, while si2 to ask question about humans.
Relative Pronouns

Relative pronouns are %......d. These pronouns are used to connect two sentences.
Indefinite Pronouns

8, 515/ &5 and 59 are the Indefinite pronouns. 515 used for human, while £S5/ siSs and s3is
are used for non-human. From these pronouns, s is variable.
Reflexive Pronouns

uld is the Reflexive pronoun.

In addition to these, Gujarati has also distributive pronouns (% %, d d, sia s, 9 9 etc.),
reciprocal pronouns (URRMR, vi=l-d, 24U, indefinite pronouns (2sdys, saieiélse, 555 etc.).

Non-personal pronouns also inflect for ergative, accusative/dative, locative, genitive and
instrumental cases.
3.2 Noun adjuncts
3.2.1 Role markers
Case markers and postpositions are the role markers in Gujarati.
3.2.1.1 Case markers
Gujarati nouns distinguish seven types of cases: subjective, ergative, objective/dative, agential,
ablative, genitive, locative and vocative. From these, genitive inflects for gender and number of
the noun it takes. Following table summarizes the case markers:
Nominative t9L5RL £9LSRL UL, -

Ergative £9L5RA) 915121 331 sl -2



Objective 9151 W3 L9L5R1 il -

Dative LA 49l o1 33 2. -
Experiencer L5 £9L5R11 U2IR Aol -
Ablative oflael] Wi aR orollell wils B eR . -l
Instrumental W9l 2419 ot 514 U el -2l
Genitive tLSRUxAL gL 510101 i, -, ~, etc.
£LSRADAAL LLSRAAIAL 510101
etc.
Locative u2 ML VUL R Y edl. -3
opflumi /9 AR R 89l i
Vocative & t9lsRL & t9lsRL, il U, -
3.2.1.2 Postpositions

Gujarati postpositions fall in two classes: invariant and variant. The variant postpositions agree

with noun in gender and number. Examples:

Invariant postpositions: dRs, olle, adll, U4, a3, @oR...
Variant postpositions: ¥l ARvdl...

3.2.2 Quantifiers

Quantifiers are the words that refers to quantity. Following are some of the Gujarati quantifiers:
1.0 %, Yo, <%.....

2.4/% 47, 3/%...

L1,3,3, 0% U

LS, 6L, ARl AR, Ui,

. usle, olals, ALls, ARS, Uids

UL, 2136, UIR), Blé, oM.

N N D B~ W

o, Al Algs, seds, YRd, YRd, aHi2...

3.3 Verb adjuncts

3.3.1 Auxiliaries

3.3.1.1 Simple auxiliaries

Gujarati has two auxiliaries: ©- and ¢l-. Of these, - is used in present tense, while ¢i- is used in

past tense and future tense. ¢ and ¢t both differentiate three person and two number in present

10



tense and future tense, while ¢t differentiates three gender and two numbers only in past tense.
Consider the following tables:

¢ Present tense

Singular Plural
First Person ¢ el
Second Person 2 9l
Third Person £9 £9
¢l Future tense

Singular Plural
First Person el elS9l
Second Person e9l Sall
Third Person ) )
¢l- Past tense

Singular Plural
Masculine Sl Sl
Feminine sl sl
Neuter &, &l

3.3.1.2 Modal auxiliaries
Modal auxiliaries are the verbs that are used as auxiliaries. Such verbs are small in number and
they occur with many restrictions. One such restriction is on the combination of the verbs. We

can not combine all the modal auxiliary verbs with all the non-modal auxiliary verbs. In such
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verbal sequences, the first verb takes some linking element while the second verb takes

inflectional material. Examples:

Verb Modal auxiliary verb Example

1) dd, A 53 vusS i,

v, v, "% 589 8, d sl Ay

sl s1aq, H 530 sl 518l

) o & 21l dld uM AL,
Aeoudl ed, A 240 ol ald Aetond) €1,
Ga3l o, ¢ 2152 worlui Gl 2L,

Sl A, 213, 22, 5 ¥ uiell @13 v, AL dl 248l 9 53 ?
el Ui, A %2 o=l eall usal.

ollell G, A 25145 ol Geul.

518 ys5q 9 e BRI stel ysul.

3.4 Connectives

3.4.1 Coordinating connectives

Gujarati distinguishes between conjunctive (»i+) and disjunctive (3, »al). In disjunctive it
distinguishes between inclusive (%) and exclusive (»aa1). Examples:
Conjunctive sentences:

1. W i Hd9 S1A ER .

2. et elet vt fletl 3oL oM 9.

CRECHERICHEER R R TR

Disjunctive sentences:

¥ I3l A sioL 299 ? WAl dlen? (e vias / dlar suas / e 2 dlan o 2iq8.)
U HR) 02 e an dlar suael. (e uad / dla suast / F{e n dlal st »uasl.)
3.4.2 Subordinating connective

Subordinating conjunction is 5. Examples:

1. el s8] 5 ¢ pudla.

2. 240 53 3 2L 51 HIR AR 2ud.

3.4 8, % 5 s 6L Baumi 4 did »uasl.

3.4.3 Correlative connectives

% ... is a correlative connective, which decline for all the cases. Consider the following table:

12



Nominative  Ergative Dative Genitive Locative Instrumental
%...d l...cel ...t ¥ oMi...cul agtel....cell
ULl

Correlative also inflects for comparative to express size, quantity, etc.: Examples.

¥d...ddg. (size)
%Rd,..d2d, (quantity)
WM...AH (manner)
ol....cul (place)

3.4.4 Adversative connectives

we and u are adversative conjunctions. W is more formal than wa.. Examples:
4. Al dl, gl si8l vl

2. ct¥ O Ul oA, WL L e9L5RUA Al sl oAt

3.0 5% 5 A 51 53 UL dlBiad vl 0.

3.4.5 Explicative connectives

5 and »i2d are the explicative conjunctions. Examples:

1. & vi2al ol A8l AREl 3 ALyl dld.

2. dlay vied dlan. Al aid 2y ?

3.4.6 Causal connective

543/ 5915 1s a causal connective. Examples:

1. ¢ 514 24 A el AUl F13/ 51281 3 MR dliud A=) A el

L HR V6L ARG UL 5 5/ 51 S MR s1d uREL €9,

3.5 Other Closed classes

3.5.1 Emphasis marker

Gujarati distinguishes between two types of emphasis markers: (1) inclusive and (2) exclusive.
Inclusive marker is 4 /w2 and exclusive marker is % : Examples:
Inclusive

1. dla afg 514 A1l vl

2. dldl 514 A% ufur 12 vl

3. dlal 51 i uRled)l weL vl

Exclusive

9. dlell % 514 A% Aedl vudl.
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2. dlal S1d A% % URedl v,
3. dlan 514 1% R1edl vl

¥. dla s A% A2dl vl %.

Besides there are also sentential emphasis word w3, that agree with object > subject. Examples:

Y, 9 Bl vRL?

€. 9 A aizl v ?

3.5.2 Interjections

Gujarati has two types of interjections: primary (which do not have any lexical meaning) and
secondary (which have some lexical meaning associated with them). »iegl, tel, 2lsl, HuHHL, S
are the examples of primary interjections while <, wueua, >, ete. are the examples of
secondary interjections. In terms of function, they can be divided into expressive, conative and
phatic types. Expressive interjections can be further divided into emotive and cognitive
interjections. Following is a rough and very preliminary classification of the Gujarati
interjections:

Expressive interjections:

Emotive

1. ld, ¢l eld, Slu 3, 6luR, ML 3, il... Express pain

2. 2L, L, AHHE, Sl . Exclamatory

3.82, ¢, 692, 9, [Es... Express hate.

Cognitive

4, g, Aol HUL, 4. Express joy

Conative

5. 21, weul, wdl.... Address terms (informal).

6. s, edl, Express greeting.

7. U4, e, UeRl Express reception (informal sg. informal plural and
honorific, formal respectively).

8. A%, U Express good-bye.

9. ¢ / Adl AR Express parting

Phatic

10. ¢, 9 Express question.

11. 8, ¢, Express permission.
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12. Gl Expresses negation.

3.5.3 Negators

-, -dl, 1 and -4l are the negators in Gujarati. We use negators to prohibit an action and also to
negate a sentence or a phrase. Examples:

Prohibitative Negation

. ¥ 53 AL vl

2. oflog ore, g euod, wal 34 4dl v,

3. 530 A vl dl AR,

Sentential/Phrasal negation

.u% ™A 2!

WA L. (Ramesh did not come.)
2. 031 ™l =l (Ramesh may be doing something else.)
3, L M9l Al (Ramesh will not play. He will do something else).
¥. UL 29 AL R, (Ramesh would not do such thing. Some another person must have done
it).

y g wdl 3 e, (Ramesh brought a mango but it was not ripe.)
3.5.4 Politeness marker

% is the politeness marker that is used with verb and nouns. Examples:
1. S19U0L el Al Sl 523019,

2. 69 IR UM, AL 9. S1A Ul

3.5.5 Tag-marks

Gujarati has two types of tag-marks:(1) Sentence initial tag-marks, and (2) Sentence final tag-
marks. Examples:

Sentence Initial tag-marks

. cll ¥ 412 UeoL Aaa?

2. dd¥ SUIR 2AHeldls lrtL?

3. dldl d 21 Al sael vl 347

%, AR dl d ER el 23?7

Sentence Final tag-marks

Yoas e 37

€. AW aB 3?
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9. %RL ¥ 510101 i) oiclidt di.

¢. M vlied s dl A7

4. Conclusion

This is a very brief outline of the Gujarati parts-of-speech I have prepared for the Beginning
Gujarati and Intermediate Gujarati class. I am more concerned with specifying general properties

of these parts of speech and listing sample words belonging to them.
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