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Bruce Manning Metzger passed away at Princeton NJ, where he had spent his entire academic life, on 13 Feb 2007, just 4 days after his 93rd birthday. While professor Metzger did not claim to be a papyrologist, as a graduate student he did course work in the subject with A.C.Johnson resulting in Metzger editing two of the Princeton University papyri in the 3rd volume of that corpus (1942). But his first love was the associated area of textual criticism, where he became the leading American scholar in the field of New Testament Greek textual studies.
Metzger did his MA and PhD at Princeton University while also studying at the Princeton Theological Seminary, where he then taught for 46 years until retirement in 1984. It is said that he taught more students than any other teacher at that institution, and his scholarly output was prodigious, including several articles on NT papyri. He also traveled widely and was honored as president of several major academic societies (SBL and SNTS in 1971; NAPS 1972, and the Society for Textual Scholarship 1995) as well as being elected to the American Philosophical Society and as a corresponding member of the British Academy which also honored him with its Burkitt Medal for Biblical Studies in 1994. He also received three Festschriften (1981, 1985, 1994) and several honorary degrees.
Metzger is probably best known for his work as an editor of the Greek NT, and as a central member of the RSV and NRSV Bible translation teams. He had a fantastic footnote-type memory for bibliographic and similar details, and several of his publications gathered such information into extremely useful compilations. One of his hobbies was collecting pithy comments that he came across in his own reading. He included an appendix of such materials in his 1997 autobiographical Reminiscences of an Octogenarian one of which is the paradoxically somewhat verbose observation by Thomas Jefferson,  “the most valuable of all talents is that of never using two words when one will do” – which I take to mean “keep it focused.” Thus the details of Metzger’s fruitful life are spread throughout the available obituaries, many of which are online. To them I add this belated personal observation: he was a gentle person and an unpretentious friend and colleague who has left many with many warm memories.
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Details:
(9 February 1914 – 13 February 2007) was a professor at Princeton Theological Seminary and Bible editor who served on the board of the American Bible Society. He was a scholar of Greek, New Testament and Old Testament, and wrote prolifically on these subjects. 

Bruce Metzger, an expert on Greek biblical manuscripts, died Tuesday [13 Feb 2007] at his home at the University Medical Center in Princeton at the age of 93. The professor emeritus at Princeton Theological Seminary died of natural causes.

Born on February 9, 1914 in 1914 in Middletown, Pennsylvania, Metzger was educated at Lebanon Valley College, Princeton Theological Seminary, and Princeton University, where he earned his MA, 1940 Ph.D. in Greek and Latin classics in 1942. In 1939, he was ordained in the Presbyterian Church.

Metzger was born in Middletown, Pennsylvania, and earned his B.A. (1935) at Lebanon Valley College, and his Th.B. (1938; Th.M., 1939) at Princeton Theological Seminary. He stayed at Princeton as a Teaching Fellow in New Testament Greek. On April 11, 1939, he was ordained in the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A.[1] which after mergers is now known as the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). In 1940, he earned his M.A. from Princeton University and became an Instructor in New Testament. Two years later, he earned his Ph.D., also from Princeton.

In 1944, Metzger married Isobel Elizabeth Mackay, daughter of the third president of the Seminary, John A. Mackay. That same year, he was promoted to Assistant Professor. In 1948, he became Associate Professor, and full Professor in 1954. In 1964, Metzger was named the George L. Collord Professor of New Testament Language and Literature. In 1971, he was elected president of both the Studiorum Novi Testimenti Societas and the International Society of Biblical Literature. The following year, he became president of the North American Patristic Society. Metzger was visiting fellow at Clare Hall, Cambridge in 1974 and Wolfson College, Oxford in 1979. In 1978 he was elected corresponding fellow of the British Academy, the Academy's highest distinction for persons who are not residents in the United Kingdom. At the age of seventy, after teaching at Princeton Theological Seminary for a period of forty-six years, he retired as Professor Emeritus. In 1994, Bruce Metzger was honoured with the Burkitt Medal for Biblical Studies by the British Academy. He was awarded honorary doctorates from Lebanon Valley College, Findlay College, University of St Andrews, the University of Münster and Potchefstroom University.

Shortly after his 93rd birthday, Metzger died in Princeton, New Jersey. He was survived by his wife Isobel and their two sons, John Mackay Metzger and James Bruce Metzger.

At the time of his death, he was the George L. Collord professor emeritus of New Testament language and literature at Princeton Theological Seminary. Metzger taught in the New Testament department at Princeton for 46 years, beginning in 1938.

Metzger was well known for his work in New Testament textual criticism. He served on the committee that produced the United Bible Societies' Greek New Testament and wrote several books on textual criticism, including The Text of the New Testament: Its Transmission, Corruption, and Restoration (1964, 1968, 1991) and Manuscripts of the Greek Bible: An Introduction to Palaeography (1981). The British Academy made him a corresponding fellow in 1978, an honor that few American scholars receive. In 1986, he was elected to the American Philosophical Society, and in 1994, the British Academy awarded him the F.C. Burkitt Medal for his work in biblical studies. He was a member of the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton (1969 and 1974) and visiting fellow at Clare Hall, Cambridge (1974) and Wolfson College, Oxford (1979).
Metzger did extensive work in Bible translation, serving on the committees of both the Revised Standard Version and the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible. He took over as chair of the NRSV committee in 1975, serving in that position for the fourteen years it took to complete the revision process. in 1966, along with Kurt Aland, Matthew Black, and Allen Wikgren, edited the United Bible Societies' edition of the Greek New Testament.
He served as Chair of the Committee on Translation of the American Bible Society 1964–70, and as Chair of the Committee of Translators for the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible 1977–90. In 1957 he served on the committee that translated the Apocrypha (the committee included the original RSV Committee plus Metzger, Floyd Filson, Robert Pfeiffer, and Allen Wikgren). In 1972 he chaired the sub-committee that translated 3 and 4 Maccabees and Psalm 151 for an expanded version of the Apocrypha.

He was an indefatigable traveller, giving lectures throughout North America as well as in New Zealand, Australia, Europe, South America, South Africa, Korea and Japan, among other countries; he was much sought after as a speaker and consultant on the Biblical text. He spent three sabbatical terms in Oxford and Cambridge, and regularly visited Britain. He lectured throughout the British Isles including London, Leeds and Dublin. He was awarded honorary doctorates by Lebanon Valley College, Findlay College, St. Andrews University, the University of Münster, and Potchefstroom University in South Africa
He was elected a corresponding fellow of the British Academy and he was especially proud to be awarded its F.C. Burkitt Medal for Biblical Studies in 1978. He was also honoured by three Festschriften, in 1981, 1985 and 1994.

During a forty-six year career at Princeton Theological Seminary (1938-1984), which was capped by his appointment as George L. Collard Professor of New Testament Language and Literature (1964-1984; Emeritus, 1984-), Metzger taught more students than anyone else in the seminary's history (among them were David Noel Freedman, to mention one of the very first, and Bart Ehrman and myself, to mention two of the last). Metzger was also a visiting scholar or fellow at nine institutions (including Wolfson College, Oxford, Clare College, Cambridge, and the Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton), presented academic lectures at more than one hundred institutions on six continents, and delivered more than 2500 sermons or studies in churches belonging to a wide variety of denominations.
Metzger became president of the American Society of Biblical Literature in 1971 and of the international New Testament society Studiorum Novi Testamenti Societas the same year. All who met him or corresponded with him attest to his friendliness and his generosity with time and help. His formidable erudition was coupled with an old-fashioned courtesy that branded him a Christian gentleman and scholar.

Metzger's many awards, prizes, honors, and academic recognitions include honorary degrees from his alma mater, Findlay College, University of St. Andrews, University of Münster/Westfalia, and University of Potchefstroom; the presidencies of Studorium Novi Testamenti Societas (1971-1972), the Society of Biblical Literature (1971), the North American Patristic Society (1972), and the Society for Textual Scholarship (1995); and three Festschriften. Of particular note are Metzger's election in 1978 as Corresponding Fellow of the British Academy (its highest honor for those not residents of the UK), and the receipt in 1994 of its prestigious F. C. Burkitt Medal for Biblical Studies (only the third American so honored).
Metzger is survived by his wife of 62 years, Isobel Mackay Metzger, two sons, and a sister. A memorial service was held on Tuesday, February 20, in Princeton.

Bruce Metzger is survived by his wife Isobel Elizabeth (daughter of John Alexander Mackay, the third President of the Seminary), and his sons John Mackay Metzger and James Bruce Metzger. 
he was unfailingly polite and kind as part of his Christian witness. Second, he had an absolutely second-to-none encyclopedic mind. In his dress and conduct he was the quintessential Eastern, Ivy League scholar and gentleman, a bit formal and correct, and always (so it seemed, at least during the academic year) wearing a three-piece suit.
He had a knack of always finding something nice to say about a person or a book, an engaging sense of humor, and an apparently endless supply of amusing anecdotes.
Central to his scholarly contribution to New Testament studies is his trilogy: 

The Text of the New Testament: Its Transmission, Corruption, and Restoration (1964; 2nd ed., 1968; 3d enlarged ed., 1992; 2005 4th edition with Bart D. Ehrman, ISBN 0-19-516122-X);  translations include German, Japanese, Korean, Chinese, Italian, and Russian;
The Early Versions of the New Testament: Their Origin, Transmission, and Limitations (1977); 

The Canon of the New Testament: Its Origin, Development, and Significance (1987).[3]
  List of Words Occuring Frequently in the Coptic New Testament (Sahidic Dialect) (1961) - note: "occuring" is misspelled in the published title 

his Manuscripts of the Greek Bible (1981) is an album of photographs of manuscripts with his explanatory notes that introduced the disciplines of palaeography, codicology and papyrology to a public who previously may have thought such subjects belonged to hospital wards.
The full breadth of Metzger's scholarship is most visible in his hundreds of articles, which cover textual criticism, philology, palaeography and papyrology, classical topics, Greco-Roman religions, the Hebrew Bible, the Apocrypha, the New Testament, patristics, early church history, and Bible translation (to name only the major areas). In addition he has published (in at least two dozen journals) reviews of hundreds of books written in eight languages. A master of bibliographic detail, Metzger would find that telling reference in sources the rest of us did not know existed (see, e.g., p. 271 n. 28 in the latest edition of the Text of the NT). In a remarkable feat, Metzger published in eight different decades: his first article appeared in 1938, and his most recent book in 2006.
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