Presentations at Univeristy of Toronto for 11 and 12 April 2007
"Pursuing the Para-Scriptural by way of the Pre-Scriptural"
 [Seminar, 4 pm on Wednesday, 11 April 2007]
· Introductory

· assumption -- source producers are being honest (even if wrong!), and are not engaging in conscious deception (like Lucian in his "True History")

· larger context -- exposing the thought world of the ancients we study

· immediate context -- resisting the anachronistic "tyrrany of canonical assumptions"


· Evidence -- what do the preserved sources tell us about antecedent sources?


· references in what became Jewish scriptures (see acad/sbl/paraleip file) and associated materials (e.g. "apocrypha/pseudepigrapha," Josephus)

· references in what became Christian New Testament (Lk 1.1-4; Paul's letters) and associated materials (e.g. Dominical "logia"; Acts of Pilate)


· Questions (points to ponder) --  what became of such materials? ("Leftovers" language)? might we have such materials reflected or even embedded in parascriptural locations (known texts) or elsewhere (comments, exerpts)?

The Birth of the Canon: from Scriptures to 'THE Scripture' in early Judaism and

early Christianity [new title]
"Scriptures before 'The Scripture': Pre-Canonical Libraries, Lists and Locutions"
[More popular talk at 8 pm on Thursday, 12 April 2007]
Scripture before the mega-codex Bibles

Evidence of "the canonical process" with the old scroll technology

Lists and their contexts

Physical collections (libraries) and the concern for textual integrity
Rhetorical uses of appeals to collective unity

Josephus Ant 12.114 (see Aristeas) on the king ordering that the LXX books be taken close care of so that they might remain intact (Loeb)/uncorrupted (Whiston) (or "pure, uncontaminated" -- KAQARWS) ; check for similar references in TLG
Title discussion:

I need "Scriptures" [plural] in contrast to "THE Scripture (or Bible)" 

[singular], underlining the conceptual result of the technological move from 

multiple scrolls (or mini codices) to the mega-codex Bibles of the 4th century.

I also need "lists" (one way of creating unity from diversity), and I won't just 

talk about Jewish evidence, but also early Christian.

So, although it gets a bit wordy, how about

Scriptures before 'THE Scripture': Lists, Libraries and Locutions in Early Jewish 

and Early Christian Canon Formation

Although I like it slightly less, it could also be 

Scriptures before 'THE Scripture': Lists, Libraries and Locutions Enroute to the 

Biblical Canon

Or variations thereof, as long as the basic ingredients remain.

It could even go in the direction

The Birth of the Canon: from Scriptures to 'THE Scripture' in Early Jewish and 

(Early) Christian Worlds/Developments/Discussions (choose)

I hope you can find a room (and equipment) in which I can project computer images

to illustrate the talk. I'm a technophile, for whom the computer projector has

replaced the blackboard and/or handouts.
