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Decentralization reforms have spread like wild fire in both industrial and developing
countries during the last two decades but have had only modest impact on
government performance and accountability and improving the quality of life of
citizens around the globe. What went wrong? The author argues that these reforms
failed to internalize lessons from the past history of nations as well as newer
conceptual perspectives on governance. The author compares and contrasts the
experiences of India, China and USA among others on local governance and also
reflects upon the role of local government in China's remarkable success in poverty
alleviation. Drawing upon these analytical and historical perspectives, the author
presents a new vision of local governance that he argues is more compatible with
globalization and the information age and with citizen-centric governance. Such a
vision implies a dramatic shift in the respective roles of central, state and local
governments.
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